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SHERMAN SCHOOL ASSETS  
 

1. Building  
 

According to those who have spent considerable time there, Sherman School  “is a beautiful building that 
should be preserved. Because it is located in the middle of a residential block in the middle of a 
residential neighborhood, it is accepted by the neighbors who are very friendly, and the school is part of 
the neighborhood. It has large bright classrooms with large windows, which open to allow fresh airflow 
into the school.”  

 
Sherman was one of the first William Ittner Buildings built in 1898. The building maintains the historic 
and practical features that have made the Ittner buildings stand the test of time. In addition, recent 
upgrades include a gym facility and a fully functioning science lab.  

 
2. Community  
 
Sherman School is located in the center of the Shaw Neighborhood, which is bounded by Tower Grove 
Ave. (Missouri Botanical Garden) on the West, I-44 on the North, Grand Ave. on the East and Magnolia 
Ave. (Tower Grove Park) on the South.  
 
3. Neighborhood Features 

 
The Shaw Neighborhood is a densely populated and diverse Historic Neighborhood. There are over 3,000 
households within the boundaries of Shaw, of which approximately 1,200 are owner-occupied while 
1,900 are renters.The neighborhood has undergone a renaissance over the last several years. In the last 10 
years, over 100 new rehab developments have taken place garnering the neighborhood local and national 
attention. It was featured as one of the area’s best neighborhoods by St. Louis Magazine, the “Best Mile” 
in St. Louis by the Riverfront Times and one of the best places to rehab a home by This Old House.   
 
Shaw also holds the distinction of being the second fastest growing neighborhood in the City of St. 
Louis, and the fastest growing neighborhood for families with the highest concentration of school-
age children per block. 
 

 
4. Current Partners/Neighborhood Support  
 
Sherman School is supported by the following groups that play an active part in its success. 
  

 SHAW NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION (SNIA): A 200+ member 
organization that includes both residents and businesses located in the Shaw Neighborhood. SNIA 
annually gives out $10,000 in grants to primarily benefit Children’s programs in the 
neighborhood. Sherman Elementary is usually an annual recipient of at least one of these grants.  

 MENTOR ST. LOUIS: Over 30 people, primarily Shaw Neighborhood residents, volunteer at 
Sherman with Mentor St. Louis.  

 ST. LOUIS UNIVERSITY- MICAH HOUSE: A service organization that has studied and 
volunteered in the Shaw Neighborhood. Micah House holds an annual Halloween Party at 
Sherman, for the students as well as other neighborhood children.  

 JUANITA DOGGETT: Longtime former principal Juanita Doggett, continues to be a presence at 
Sherman School by organizing monthly educational events for the students in Tower Grove Park.  
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 AARON GREENBURG: Shaw-area Resident and 20+ year Sherman volunteer.  
 ST. LOUIS UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF NURSING  
 ST. LOUIS DREAM CENTER – CHARACTER EDUCATION  
 PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION: Hosts Common-Unity dinner each month with programs 

put on by the students featuring a different grade level each month.  
 

 
5. Walk Ability  
 
The location of Sherman School within a densely populated area allows for the majority of students to 
walk to school. This is an extremely desirable quality in a school for the types of families that live in the 
neighborhood. Currently 75 students (45%) ride a bus; however most of those students still live within a 
one mile radius of Sherman and could walk. 
  
The central location of Sherman School with a walk able community is an underdeveloped and under 
marketed asset. The Shaw neighborhood in particular caters to residents who want to live within a walk 
able community. While clearly an asset to current students, a neighborhood school within walking 
distance is a feature that Sherman should capitalize on going forward. 
  
The longtime trend that attracted new investment in Shaw has been that centered around the convenience 
of city living, namely the amenities available within walking distance. Within the last five years, several 
new businesses and the Tower Grove Farmer’s Market have opened and have been successful based in 
large part to their ability to draw customers on foot. 
 
In addition, walkable schools reduce pollution and encourage exercise and healthy families.  They save 
on transportation costs both for families as well as the school district. 
  
A replacement school located outside of the neighborhood would lose the attraction of being within 
walking distance and an enormous opportunity to capitalize on this important asset would be lost.  

 
 
 

 
 

SHERMAN SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES  
 
Enrollment  
Currently enrollment at Sherman School is 183 students in preschool – 6th grade. MGT measures this 
enrollment as 56% of capacity (Alvarez and Marsal measured capacity at 280 putting current enrollment 
at 65%). Currently there is only one pre-kindergarten class with 15 students and one full-time 
kindergarten. As can be seen by the population figures below and the non-public, educational institutions 
within the Shaw neighborhood, there are sufficient students and demand for quality education to make 
Sherman work.  What’s needed is a commitment by SLPS to Sherman, along with promotion of the 
school’s value to the socio-economic well being of the neighborhood.  
 

 Shaw Neighborhood School Age Population  
o There are approximately 675 children under the age of five residing in the Shaw 

Neighborhood.  
o Shaw is amongst the youngest neighborhoods in St. Louis.  68% of residents are under 40, 

while 34% are between the ages of 20 and 40. 
o There are 1,532 children between the ages of five and fourteen.  
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o The Shaw Neighborhood was one of only two St. Louis neighborhoods to gain population 
in the 2005 census update. 

 
 Other Non-public Shaw Neighborhood Elementary School Enrollment  

o St. Margaret of Scotland Catholic K-8, 300 students, $3940.00/year  
o Tower Grove Christian School K-12, 300 students, $4000/year  
o City Garden Montessori Charter K-3, 75 students, Free  

 
 Other Non-public Shaw Neighborhood Early Childhood Programs  

o St. Margaret of Scotland Montessori  
o Tower Grove Christian School  
o City Garden Montessori  
o Cornerstone Children’s Center  
o Shaw Avenue Children’s Center   

 
 
 
 

PROPOSALS  
 

ADD EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION  
 

Currently there is enormous demand for early childhood care in the Shaw Neighborhood. The five private 
organizations that have pre-schools currently have a combined enrollment of over 300 students, and all 
have waiting lists. Sherman has one Pre-School and one Kindergarten, with a demand for additional 
classes of each. The demographics clearly support additional pre-K and Kindergarten curriculum at 
Sherman. 
  
Adding Early Childhood programs to Sherman would:  

1). Fill available classroom space;  
2). Introduce families to Sherman early resulting in increased enrollment in upper grades as students 
stay enrolled after Preschool and Kindergarten.  

 
CREATE A GREEN REHAB- ENVIRONMENTAL PILOT SCHOOL  

 
The main deficiency in Sherman’s physical space identified by MGT is energy efficiency. This in fact 
creates a great opportunity for transforming the school using green technology and making it a model that 
would attract students. 
  
The Shaw Neighborhood is uniquely positioned to support the transformation of a historic building into a 
Green School. Currently, the Shaw Neighborhood is the site of two groundbreaking projects – the city’s 
first LEED certified Green Rehabbed home and the city’s first zero-energy newly constructed home.  
Shaw was chosen for these two projects by virtue of its location adjacent to the city’s best “green space,” 
the Missouri Botanical Garden and Tower Grove Park, as well as the quickly developing market for green 
development within the city neighborhoods.  
 
In addition, the recent Economic Stimulus Plan provides money available for “green jobs” and “green” 
construction.  This presents an enormous opportunity for additional funding for SLPS. 
 
The following partners have been identified to pursue in-kind collaboration as well as funding for 
construction and supporting curriculum:  
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• Missouri Botanical Garden  
• US Green Building Council – St. Louis Chapter 
• Earthways Center  
• Garden District Commission  
• Ameren UE  
• St. Louis University  
• Tower Grove Farmer’s Market  
 

ADD GIFTED PROGRAMS 
 

Currently, the most popular public school options for students in Shaw are the gifted programs at Kennard 
and McKinley.   Many parents, who are able, send their students out of the neighborhood to these programs.  
By adding a gifted curriculum to Sherman, SLPS could attract students who are bypassing the Sherman for 
gifted schools, as well as providing additional educational options to students who already attend Sherman 
and would qualify for gifted schools, but are unable to get in for various reasons.  
 

ADDITIONAL NON-SCHOOL USES  
 

The best use of Sherman Elementary is as it was designed and intended, as a public elementary school. 
Hopefully, the St. Louis Public Schools will join the Shaw Neighborhood in allowing us to pursue the 
opportunities above. 
  
In addition to those purely educational uses, the Shaw Neighborhood Improvement Association will 
endeavor to create a strategic plan for the shared use and redevelopment of Sherman School with other 
potential programs. Some initial proposals include:  

• Mixed Use development including first floor retail  
• Residential artist lofts with display/performance space  
• A community education center  
• Small business development center  
• Youth recreation center  

 
CONCLUSION 

 
Sherman School in the Shaw neighborhood presents a unique opportunity for SLPS.  The demographic trend 
of the Shaw neighborhood is opposite the overall trend across St. Louis in that Shaw is both growing and 
getting younger.  There is a need for early childhood education in Shaw.  There is a great demand for 
amenities located within walking distance in the neighborhood.  There is also an increased desire to live a 
“greener lifestyle” among the expanding population in Shaw as well as an overwhelming commitment to 
historic preservation.  A revitalized neighborhood school, in a historic building, with strong community 
partnerships, focusing on green practices and meeting the early childhood needs of Shaw’s resident families 
would be a successful alternative to closing Sherman School both educationally and financially.  
 
For More Information Contact: 
Shaw Neighborhood Improvement Association 
Attn: Matt Davis 
shawneighborhood@sbcglobal.net 
2211 S. 39th Street� 
St. Louis MO 63110� 
314-771-3101 


